
 

      

 

    

 

 
 

AGENDA 

TOWN OF ROME PLAN COMMISSION 
 

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 11, 2025 4:00 P.M.                ROME MUNICIPAL BUILDING   

                     1156 Alpine Drive 

                     Nekoosa, WI  54457 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Roll Call 
 

3. Certify Posting of Meeting 
 

4. Approve the Agenda 
 

5. Citizen Comments – During the Citizen Comment period of the agenda the Plan 

Commission welcomes comments from any town resident, not a member of the Plan 

Commission, on any item not on the agenda. Please know that pursuant to State law 

the Commission cannot engage in conversation with you but may ask questions. The 

Commission may refer the item to staff, a standing committee or a future Commission 

agenda for discussion and action. Each person wishing to speak will have up to 3 

minutes to speak. Speakers are asked to submit a card to the Commission Chair 

providing their name, address and topic for discussion 
a. The Commission will also take comment from the public on agenda items as 

called by the Chair, but not during Citizen Comment. Please note that once the 

Commission begins discussion on an agenda item no further comment will be 

allowed from the public on that issue 
 

NO ACTION CONTEMPLATED EXCEPT POSSIBLE REFERRAL TO FUTURE 

AGENDA: 
 

6. Information Updates, Meeting Recaps, Recent Correspondence, Current Events, 

Announcements 
 

7. Sub-Committee  

Plan Commission RTC Sub-Committee Update 

 

8. Short-Term Rental Staff Report  
 

 
DISCUSS AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING ITEMS: 

9. Approval of the January 14th, 2025 meeting minutes 

 

10.  Discussion and Possible Recommendation to Town Board - Consideration of an 

amendment to the Site Plan and Plan of Operation requested by Stuff It Storage LLC to 

update their site plan from the previous owner’s plan on property located at State Hwy 

13, described as Lot 2 of CSM 2313, Located in part of the SE ¼ NW ¼, Section 17, Town 

Town of Rome 

Nekoosa, WI 54457 

www.romewi.gov 

http://www.romewi.gov/


20N, Range 06E, Town of Rome, Adams County, WI, with a parcel number of 030-00790-

0000. 

 

11. Discussion and Possible Referral to Future Agenda - Comprehensive Plan review and 

outline work for updating, to include: setting time frame, discussion of State requirements 

for compliance, and what work needs to be accomplished.  

 

12. Discussion and Possible Referral to Future Agenda – Review of potential zoning 

regulations for small-scale solar energy installations  
 

 

DATES AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA/MEETINGS 
 

13. Next agenda items 

- Land Purchase Document  

14. Next meeting date and time March 11th, 2025 4:00 p.m. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
“Speak Your Peace” Commitment – A reminder that the Plan Commission Members have adopted the 

Nine Tools of Civility which commits the Commission Members and Public to be mindful of how we treat 

each other at meetings. 

Notification of this meeting has been posted in accordance with the Open Meeting Laws of the State of 

Wisconsin. The Plan Commission may take action on any item on the agenda. It is possible that the 

members of and possibly a quorum of members of other governmental bodies of the municipality may be 

in attendance at the above-stated meeting to gather information; no action will be taken by any 

governmental body at the above-stated meeting other than the Plan Commission members. Please note 

that, upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals 

through appropriate aids and services. For additional information or to request this service, contact Wendy 

Newsom, Town Clerk, at 1156 Alpine Drive, Nekoosa, WI  54457, ph. 715-325-8046. 

Town of Rome Mission: 

Positively applying the tools of government to serve and protect our people,  

strengthen our community and promote prosperity. 

 



 

 

 

      

 

    

 

 
 

MINUTES 

TOWN OF ROME PLAN COMMISSION 
 

TUESDAY JANUARY 14, 2025 4:00 P.M.                ROME MUNICIPAL BUILDING   

                     1156 Alpine Drive 

                     Nekoosa, WI  54457 
 

1. Call to Order 
Chairwoman Diana Duelge calls to order meeting at 4:00 p.m  

 

2. Roll Call 
Plan Commissioners Present: Thomas Gabriel, Chairwoman Diana Duelge, Lori Djumadi, and Bill Kappel 

Plan Commissioner(s) Absent: Jerry Wiessinger, Paul Janczak Heather Dalton.  

Also Present: Zoning Administrator Alexis Dargiewicz, and Town Attorney Nick Flanagan 

3. Certify Posting of Meeting 
Zoning Administrator, Alexis Dargiewicz certified that on Tuesday, January 7th, 2025 the agenda for 

the Town of Rome Plan Commission meeting for Tuesday January 14th, 2025 was posted at the 

following locations: 

 Rome Town Hall at 9:15 a.m.  

Kwik Trip, LLC at 9:24 a.m. 

Nekoosa Port Edwards State Bank at 9:30 a.m. 

Posted on the Town of Rome Website on: 1/07/2025 

Emailed to the Wisconsin Rapids Tribune on 1/07/2025 

 Legal Notice published in the Wisconsin Rapids Tribune on 12/31/2024 and 1/07/2025 
 

4. Approve the Agenda 
Motion by Gabriel/Djumadi to approve the agenda as written. Motion carries.  

 

5. Citizen Comments – During the Citizen Comment period of the agenda the Plan 

Commission welcomes comments from any town resident, not a member of the Plan 

Commission, on any item not on the agenda. Please know that pursuant to State law 

the Commission cannot engage in conversation with you but may ask questions. The 

Commission may refer the item to staff, a standing committee or a future Commission 

agenda for discussion and action. Each person wishing to speak will have up to 3 

minutes to speak. Speakers are asked to submit a card to the Commission Chair 

providing their name, address and topic for discussion 
a. The Commission will also take comment from the public on agenda items as 

called by the Chair, but not during Citizen Comment. Please note that once the 

Commission begins discussion on an agenda item no further comment will be 

allowed from the public on that issue 

Citizen comment received by John Larson – 1000 CTH D relating to campers being on 

parcels year-round.  

Comment referred to Zoning Administrator. 
 

NO ACTION CONTEMPLATED EXCEPT POSSIBLE REFERRAL TO FUTURE 

AGENDA: 
 

6. Information Updates, Meeting Recaps, Recent Correspondence, Current Events, 

Announcements 

Town of Rome 

Nekoosa, WI 54457 

www.romewi.gov 

http://www.romewi.gov/


 

 

Lake Sherwood Fisheree – January 20th 
 

7. Sub-Committee  

Plan Commission RTC Sub-Committee Update  
Zoning administrator gives a brief report on sub-committee progress including update on Master 

Planner approval.  

 

8. Short-Term Rental Staff Report  
Zoning Administrator had not received any completed STR applications by this meeting – a STR Zoning 

Permit had been created.  

9. Open Public Hearing 

a. Consideration of an amendment to the Site Plan and Plan of Operation 

requested by Stuff It Storage LLC to update their site plan from the previous 

owner’s plan on property located at State Hwy 13, described as Lot 2 of CSM 

2313, Located in part of the SE ¼ NW ¼, Section 17, Town 20N, Range 06E, 

Town of Rome, Adams County, WI, with a parcel number of 030-00790-0000. 
Shane Ruesch present in person to speak for this agenda item.  

Discussion on the previously approved site plan. 

Discussion on water runoff. 

Citizen comments received;  

Leo Sauder 1830 Fawn Ct.; MPD Building Business - Concerned about shared driveway.  

Linda Gerig 1163 Aniwa Ct – question on where the development is located.  

 

b. Consideration of proposed amendments to Chapter 360 (Zoning), Article XVII, 

Rome Town Center District, Sections 360-81.1(C), 360-81.2(C), 360-81.3(C), 360-

81.4(C), and 360-81.5(C) regarding unification of “Dimensional, area, and 

other requirements” (form-based/nonuse controls) in Rome Town Center 

Subdistricts (Commercial “A” Subdistrict, Mixed Town Center Subdistrict, Senior 

Living Subdistrict, Mixed Multifamily Subdistrict & Mixed Commercial/ Light 

Industrial Subdistrict). 

 
Motion by Kappel/Djumadi to close the public hearing. Motion carries. 

 
DISCUSS AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING ITEMS: 

10. Approval of the December 10th, 2024 meeting minutes 
Motion by Gabriel/Kappel to approve the minutes as written. Motion carries.  

 

11.  Discussion and Possible Recommendation to Town Board - Consideration of an 

amendment to the Site Plan and Plan of Operation requested by Stuff It Storage LLC to 

update their site plan from the previous owner’s plan on property located at State Hwy 

13, described as Lot 2 of CSM 2313, Located in part of the SE ¼ NW ¼, Section 17, Town 

20N, Range 06E, Town of Rome, Adams County, WI, with a parcel number of 030-00790-

0000. 
Motion by Kappel/Gabriel to make a recommendation to the Town board for approval of the Site 

Plan and Plan of Operation.  

Discussion on landscaping, driveway, and impervious surface calculations. 

Discussion on units – and the impacts of the units.  

Motion withdrawn. 

The item will be postponed until the next meeting.  

 

12.  Discussion and Possible Recommendation to Town Board – Consideration of proposed 

amendments to Chapter 360 (Zoning), Article XVII, Rome Town Center District, Sections 



 

 

360-81.1(C), 360-81.2(C), 360-81.3(C), 360-81.4(C), and 360-81.5(C) regarding unification 

of “Dimensional, area, and other requirements” (form-based/nonuse controls) in Rome 

Town Center Subdistricts (Commercial “A” Subdistrict, Mixed Town Center Subdistrict, 

Senior Living 

Motion by Kappel/Gabriel to make recommendation to Town Board for approval, with 

the addition of changing the street/entry to street ‘and’ entry, and add “50% of all street 

and entry…” on pg. 4 and 9. 3 in favor 1 opposed. Motion carries.  

 

Chairwoman calls for a recess at 5:36 p.m.  

Chairwoman calls the meeting back to order at 5:40 p.m.  

 

13. Discussion and Possible Referral to Future Agenda – Review of Town Ordinance 

Requirements for road frontage in the B-1 Business District (Ch. 360, Art. XVI); and 

consideration of impacts for allowing access of lots to public streets by means easement 

to Code Ch. 360 (Zoning) and Ch. 326 (Subdivision of Land); with review of staff findings.  

 

Zoning Administrator reads review of staff findings into record.  

Discussion on what options have been discussed with the citizen between the Zoning 

Administrator, and Town Attorney – and the amount of time spent on the parcel. 

Discussion on modification process at the Town similar to the County. 

Discussion on the differences between Town and County processes – and if the County 

would approve of the presented parcel design.  

Motion by Kappel/Duelge to deny the request for consideration of allowance of an 

easement access.  

3 in favor 1 opposed. Motion Carries.  
 

 

DATES AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA/MEETINGS 
 

14. Next agenda items 

- Land Purchase Document  

- Comprehensive Plan – Status Update  

- Punchlist of items to consider zoning code.  

- Zoning Code Amendment 

 

15. Next meeting date and time February 11th, 2025 4:00 p.m. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 6:41 pm. 
“Speak Your Peace” Commitment – A reminder that the Plan Commission Members have adopted the 

Nine Tools of Civility which commits the Commission Members and Public to be mindful of how we treat 

each other at meetings. 

Notification of this meeting has been posted in accordance with the Open Meeting Laws of the State of 

Wisconsin. The Plan Commission may take action on any item on the agenda. It is possible that the 

members of and possibly a quorum of members of other governmental bodies of the municipality may be 

in attendance at the above-stated meeting to gather information; no action will be taken by any 

governmental body at the above-stated meeting other than the Plan Commission members. Please note 

that, upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals 

through appropriate aids and services. For additional information or to request this service, contact Wendy 

Newsom, Town Clerk, at 1156 Alpine Drive, Nekoosa, WI  54457, ph. 715-325-8046. 

Town of Rome Mission: 

Positively applying the tools of government to serve and protect our people,  

strengthen our community and promote prosperity. 

 



 

 

Plan Commission 
Zoning and Building Department Staff Report 

 
Item 7 
The RTC Sub-Committee met on January 16th, 23rd, 30th, and February 5th. Beginning on January 23rd the 
RTC Sub-Committee has welcomed Master Planner Patrick Brunner from CARDO. We have been 
reviewing his scope of services. He has been provided our current RTC Design Plan, our RTC Ordinances, 
the 15 Implementation Recommendations from Sam Schultz, our Comprehensive Design Plan, and a 
map of the RTC with all of the available land marked with acres labeled.  

 
Item 8 
As of creating this staff report the Zoning Administrator has sent out letters for 1 STR property. Staff has 
included a sample letter in the packet for your review.  

Item 10 
Applicant Stuff It Storage LLC requests approval for a revision to their Site Plan / Plan of Operation for 

the property located on State Highway 13. Applicant received initial approvals for the site plan on 

November 8th, 2022, and November 14th 2023, from Plan Commission. The applicant is amending the 

Site Plan / Plan of Operation to completely redo the building design and operation plans from the 

previous property owner. For reference, the last approved Site Plan/Plan of Operation from November 

2023, is also included in your packet. A copy of the conditions associated with that approval are also 

included in your packet. This item had a public hearing during the January 14th Plan Commission meeting 

where it was postponed to the February 11th 2025 meeting so corrections could be made, and clearer 

materials could be submitted for the Site Plan.  

Item 11 

The Plan Commission will begin a cursory review of the Town of Rome Comprehensive Plan and set an 

outline for updating it. Discussion will include determining the timeframe, identifying key tasks, 

reviewing state compliance requirements under Wisconsin Statutes, and confirming how often the plan 

must be updated. This meeting will help establish a clear path forward for the update process. 

 

Item 12 

The Plan Commission will review potential zoning regulations for small-scale solar energy installations to 

ensure they align with the Town’s development goals and state guidelines. Discussion will include 

identifying appropriate zoning districts, setback requirements, aesthetic considerations, and any 

necessary permitting processes. The Commission will also consider best practices for balancing 

renewable energy expansion with community interests. This meeting will help establish a framework for 

potential ordinance updates or new regulations. 

Town of Rome 

Nekoosa, WI 54457 

www.romewi.gov 





1

Alexis Dargiewicz

From: Alexis Dargiewicz
Sent: Friday, January 17, 2025 12:17 PM
To: 'shane@rueschcompanies.com'
Cc: 'Amanda Dolph'
Subject: Zoning Ordinances for Site Plan and Plan of Operation

Good Afternoon Shane, 
Your parcel is in a unique spot where it’s zoned B-1 but it resides within the Gateway Overlay District so it has to follow 
all of the standards of B-1 Business District, RTC Commercial “A” Subdistrict, the Gateway Overlay District, and the 
general standards for the RTC (as Commercial “A” points to it).  
 
I will point you to our Project Review and Approval ordinance 360-81.7 this kind of goes over the basics of what is 
required for any Site Plan / Plan of Operation. While this may not answer all of the questions posed at Tuesdays meeting 
this might be a good starting point to help connect some of the dots.  
 
On the phone I had mentioned building colors this can be found in 360-81.1C5(c) which reads Building color: Colors shall 
be primarily (approximately 80%) earth-toned in appearance with accents (approximately 20%) of a contrasting color. 
Percentage shall include building wall and roof finish materials. Complementary colors, textures and materials are 
encouraged. No white, grey or primary colors shall be used as the overall color of the building. Building colors and 
accents shall be submitted as part of the site plan application. 
 
As landscaping, buffering, and screening were a big factor I figured I would include the ordinance requirements for that 
– this is from 360-81.6 General requirements for all Rome Town Center Subdistricts. 
I highlighted a few sections in the buffering portion of the ordinance that I think the Plan Commissioners were referring 
to. I also highlighted the section about screening standards that we discussed during our phone call this morning.  
 
Landscaping. 
(1)  Generally. Landscape standards should provide for an installation which incorporates regionally native plants and 
trees which complement an overall common, public landscape design and is consistent with the guidelines in the Rome 
Town Center Design Plan. 
(2) Buffering. Landscape buffering between subdistricts shall be in a manner which creates a visual screen between 
subdistricts, where determined necessary, while preserving a woodland character and overall common public landscape 
design for Rome Town Center as a whole. Buffering shall have the following standards: 

(a) Allowing limited visibility opening of 15 feet. 
(b) Where required, buffers shall be continuous, with complementary small trees or large shrubs. Buffers may 
also be accomplished with fencing, plants, or a combination of these, where small trees or large shrubs are not 
already present, if permitted by the Plan Commission. 
(c) Where a buffer is required between subdistricts, a buffer shall be a minimum of 10 feet wide per lot. 
(d) Where trees are used for buffering, trees must be a minimum of four feet tall at the time of planting. Buffer 
trees species shall be of native species. 

(3) Screening. Screening of mechanical equipment, trash dumpsters, loading areas, or outside storage areas shall be 
accomplished in a manner which visually screens them from public streets and surrounding developed properties. 
Screening shall have the following standards: 

(a) The height of a screen shall equal or exceed the height of the item to be screened, to a maximum height of 
10 feet. 
(b) Screening may be accomplished with fencing, berming, plants or a combination of these. Screening shall be 
continuous, with the planting of buffer trees and with complementary small trees or large shrubs, if needed. 
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(c) Where fencing is used for screening, fencing must include wood, simulated wood or masonry walls. Steel or 
wrought iron may also be used in fencing but may not make up over 50% of the material used. Chain-link type 
fencing may only be used if privacy slats are included. 

(4) Location and design. Areas of landscaping shall be located to provide resource protection, transitions between 
adjacent sites, and a visual transition between public streets or parking lots and buildings. 

(a) All unimproved areas of every developed lot in the Rome Town Center shall be maintained. Any unimproved 
area disturbed by construction shall be fine graded to provide adequate drainage, covered with four inches of 
nutrient-rich, friable, humus-like topsoil and seeded or sodded to be maintained as a lawn. 

 
I hope this can bridge any possible gaps in your notes, and can provide some clarity. 
If you have any additional questions feel free to let me know. 
Thank you, 
 

 
  Lexi Dargiewicz  
        Zoning Administrator 
Rome Zoning & Building Department  
       1156 Alpine Drive 
       Nekoosa, WI 54457 
       715-325-8019 Office 
        715-325-8035 Fax 
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FINDINGS OF FACT: 
1. A full and complete application was filed by Stuff It Storage LLC and received 11-27-2024 (herein referred to as 

“Application”) seeking a Site Plan and Plan of Operation for State Highway 13, also described as Lot 2 of CSM 

2313, Located in part of the SE ¼ NW ¼, Section 17, Town 20N, Range 06E, Town of Rome, Adams County, 

WI, with a parcel number of 030-00790-0000. 

2. The Site Plan and Plan of Operation request is to update their site plan from the previously approved site plan. 

3. The property is zoned B-1 Business, as defined in Chapter 360 of the Town of Rome’s Ordinance. 

4. The Town of Rome Planning Commission duly set this matter upon the agenda of a public meeting and 

considered the above-described application with the public hearing a matter of record of the Planning 

Commission meeting of January 14th 2025. 

5. At the public hearing on the Application held by the Town of Rome Plan Commission on 1-14-2025, evidence 

and testimony was presented by the Applicant, and all interested persons were allowed an opportunity to speak, a 

full and complete record of which will be detailed in the minutes of the Plan Commission. 

6. At the conclusion of the public hearing, after consideration and discussion of the application, public comments, 

and the report received by staff, the Planning Commission, upon a motion duly seconded, approved the request 

for the Site Plan and Plan of Operation, and the following findings were found by the Plan Commission: 

 

 
 

The Town of Rome Planning Commission hereby recommends approval of the Site Plan and Plan of Operation    

request submitted by Stuff It Storage LLC, for an amendment to update their plan from the previous approval at 

parcel #030-00790-0000. The following additional conditions were placed on the approval: 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Planning Commission Chair: _________________________________   Date: ______________________ 

 

Planning Commission Secretary: ______________________________   Date: ______________________ 
 

By signing, Applicant agrees to comply with all conditions placed on approval. Applicant further understands that 

failure to comply with the stated conditions may result in the termination of the Site Plan and Plan of Operation. 

 

Signature of Owner/Applicant: _____________________________         Date: ______________________ 

 
Signature of Owner/Applicant: _____________________________         Date: ______________________ 
 
Note: if Owner is other than Applicant and is unable to sign, please attach written authorization from Owner 

allowing Applicant to sign on their behalf. 


